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| State of Wisconsi
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM ate of Wisconsin

Lowos -
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DATE: November 3, 2004

TO: Terry Anderson — Director, Legislative Council

FROM:  Michacl A. Luiz—LS/ - DNR 7).z~
SUBJECT: Remedial Legislation Proposal-Legal Firearms for Hunting

Section 968.60, Stats., prohibits the possession of dangerous weaponsgjuvenﬂcs but exempts in section
(3)(c) firearms having a barrel length of 12” or longer when used for hunting. However, s. 941.28(1)(b)
and (d) which prohibit short barreled shotguns and rifles sets higher standards for what is a legal shotgun
orrifle. The barrel length for a legal ~sl\10tgun must be 18” and for a legal rifle must be 16”.
'
The intent of s. 948.60(3(c) seems to be to allow juvenile hunters to possess shotguns and rifles for the
purpose of hunting. However, it should Bie amended to reference only those shotguns and rifles that are
legal to possess. The exception should refer to a shotgun meeting the requirements of s. 941.28(1)(c) and
to a rifle meeting the requirements of s. 941.28(1)(d), Stats. ( bl
o

Cc:  TimLawhem —LE/S [ :

Tom VanHaren — LE/5

Rick Prosise — LS/5

Remedial legislation-legal firearm
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A
AN ACT . relating to:\éossession of firearms by juveniles while hunting

(suggested as remedial legislation by the Department of Natural Resources).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

In one provision in current law, a person under the age of 18‘/, who is in
compliance with hunting laws, may possess or go armed with a firearm if the firearm
barrel is at least 12 inches in length. The provision also permits an adult to sell, loan,
or give a firearm to a person under the age of 18, who is in compliance with hunting
laws, if the firearm barrel is at least 12 inches in length. However, current law
prohibits a person from selling, offering to sell, transporting, purchasing, possessing,
or going armed with a shotgun that has a barrel that is less than 18"nches in length
(short-barreled shotgun)"or a rifle that has a barrel that is less than 16 ‘nches in
length (short-barreled rifle)”

This bill permits a person under the age 18, who is in compliance with hunting
laws, to possess or go armed with a firearm if the firearm is neither a short-barreled
shotgun nor a short-barreled rifle. This bill also permits an adult to sell, loan, or give
a firearm to a person under the age of 18, who is compliance with hunting laws, if the
firearm is neither a short-barreled rifle nor a shyrt—barreled shotgun.

For further information, see the NOTES" provided by the Law Revision
Committee of the Joint Legislative Council.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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Law RevisioN COMMITTEE PREFATORY NOTE: This bill is a remedial legislation
proposal, requested by the Department of Natural Resources*ind introduced by the Law
Revision Committee under s. 13.83 (1) (c) 4., stats. After careful consideration of the
various provisions of the bill, the Law Revision Committee has determined that this bill
makes minor substantive changes in the statutes, and that these changes are desirable

as a matter of public policy.

SECTION 1. 948.60 (3) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:
948.60 (3) (¢) This section-dees-not-apply applies only to a person under 18 years

of age who possesses or is armed with a firearm having-a-barrel-12-inches-in-length
orlonger and-wheo-is rifle or a shotgun if the person is in violation of s/941.98 or is

not in compliance with ss. 29.304 and 29.593. This section dees-net-apply applies only

to an adult who transfers a firearm havinga-barrel 12-inches-inlength-erlenger to

v
a person under 18 years of age whe if the person under 18 years of age is not in

compliance with ss. 29.304 and 29.593 or\{an adult who is in violation of s.‘/941.28.

History: 1987 a. 332; 1991 a. 18, 139; 1993 a. 98; 1995 a. 27, 77; 1997 a. 248; 2001 a. 109. &y
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